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SCENE 1
The mid-sixteenth century. Morning. Northern England, the town of Barnet Castle. In the Churchyard.
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Enter the Hunters, with tankards of ale and their catch.
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2.1 - Pastime with Good Companye

SCENE 2
Dusk. Souther England, in Lord Barnet’s hunting camp.
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off his can, and so my dit ty en deth. Burp!

For my pas tance, hunt, sing, and dance,
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and sound your call! Being bar rel’d up they call’t a cup of good ol’ dain ty
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Bow wow wow!
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Woof woof woof woof woof!
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sting o! Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!
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bra ve ry and fear less strength! Huz

They all clash their 
tankards and drink.

zay!

None but the King sur passed him. Huz zay!
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Enter the stumbling Lord Barnet with a 
deer carcass and a large tankard of beer.
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Bah!

They taost

stin go loose your tongue too much, lest it run fas ter than the King’s hounds on the hunt.

To the Lord!
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Quaffing and guffawing

Enter the Handmaid, breathless.
The Captain goes to her, while
the others keep making merry.

The Handmaid and the 
Captain share discrete words. 
Then he brings her through the 

Hunters to Lord Barnet.

Quaffing and guffawing

Hark! Who goes there?

Quaffing and guffawing
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Let her speak! What news, what news, my

She seeks a pri vate coun cil, sir.
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lit tle maid ens’ hand, what news have you brought to me?

My Lord, I fear, it fits not this for est
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I said speak.

The Handmaid hesitates.

Well? What

air. I beg you grant me your ear a lone.

My Lord
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- - - -news have you brought to me? Are an y brid ges broke, or cast les burnt down? Are an y of my men false been?
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Speak!

None of your brid ges broke, nor cas tles burnt down, nor none of your men false been. But your

voices
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- - - - - - -la dy, my la dy... She is a bed with Mat ty Groves.
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The Lord goes to her very close, 
and takes her by the jaw.

If this be a lie, little handmaid, a lie you speak to me,
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Mat ty must be dead by morn.

Make no sound, blow no horn, Mat ty must be dead by morn.
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Mat ty shall re gret this deed. ah

Sad dle your hor ses sad dle your steed, Mat ty shall re gret this deed.
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Matty knicks the Lord.
Enter the Lady.

The Lord stabs Matty through
and kills him.
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The Lord drops his grip on his blade,
and Matty's body falls to the ground.
The Lady goes and holds his corpse.

The Lord goes to her very close
and stands above her.

Well, my fair young bride, Who

Lord B.
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The Lord suddenly grabs 
Matty's blade and kills her.
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The Hunters knock from without
while the Lord slumps to the ground
beside the Lady's corpse.

The Hunters burst on stage.
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- -Woe... Woe un to you all. Woe un to you all, you all. Why did you not stay my hand when I
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waxed so wroth? Woe! Woe! Woe! Woe!

My Lord. Bade you not us stand with out? How could we stay your
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A grave. A grave dig you now,
to put these lovers in.
But lay me not with them.

The Lord takes the sword 
from his Lady's breast
and kills himself. Lights fade.

Hear you now the bells? They ring in the dreadful morn.
Come, and dig us now a grave to put these lovers in.
And another for our Lord. May God forgive them all.piano + bass drum (quasi bells)
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